[BILL REPORT TEMPLATE – 2009]
(Use section or committee letterhead)

PORTIONS HIGHTLIGHTED IN YELLOW ARE TO BE DELETED AND REPLACED WITH RESPONSIVE MATERIALS
TO:
Saul Bercovitch, Legislative Counsel


State Bar Office of Governmental Affairs

FROM:
Your name and other contact information (including phone number and email address)

DATE:
Date
RE: 
Bill Number (Author), version of bill being reported on

POSITION TAKEN:

The Executive Committee
 of the Name of Section of the State Bar (supports, opposes will support, etc.) Bill # (unless the bill is amended pursuant to the following discussion, if the bill is amended, etc.)

Date position taken: ________
Executive Committee vote:  _________
BASIS FOR POSITION:

(1) Explain WHY the executive committee/committee has taken the position it has.
(2) Describe (or, preferably, provide) any amendments that the section/committee believes should be made to the bill.  In cases where the section/committee has taken a position on the bill (as opposed to making technical amendments), include the position that will result (usually “Support” or “Neutral”) if the amendments are taken. 

(3) Provide any background information, discussion of relevant case law, or other information that will improve the understanding of the issues surrounding the bill. 
GERMANENESS:

The subject matter of (bill #) falls within the unique and special knowledge, training, experience and technical expertise of the members of the (Name of Section) of the State Bar of California because _________________ 

DISCLAIMER:

This position is only that of the (NAME OF SECTION) of the State Bar of California.  This position has not been adopted by either the State Bar's Board of Governors or overall membership, and is not to be construed as representing the position of the State Bar of California.

Membership in the (NAME OF SECTION) is voluntary and funding for section activities, including all legislative activities, is obtained entirely from voluntary sources.

_________________________________

cc:
Section/Committee Chair and/or Legislative Chair

Jennifer Wada, Section Legislative Representative
� Examples: 


AB 131( Evans), as introduced; 


AB 131( Evans), as amended March 11, 2009; 


AB 131( Evans), as proposed to be amended.  


Note: It is imperative that you indicate the version of the bill you are analyzing. The "version" of a bill is date the bill was last amended, which is found at the very top of the first page (e.g., "As Amended in Senate March 28, 2005"). If a bill has not been amended, it is being analyzed "As Introduced."  A bill may also be analyzed “As Proposed to be Amended” if amendments will be made to the bill and are in hand.





� Only the Executive Committee of a Section may take a formal position on a bill (though this authority may be delegated); no position of a committee or subcommittee of a section will be conveyed to the Legislature without the approval (explicit or by delegation) of the section’s executive committee, which will be responsible therefore.





� Examples:


The Executive Committee of the Family Law Section supports AB 402.


The Executive Committee of the Trusts and Estates Section opposes AB 1234 unless it is amended to ____________ (describe amendments -- include specific language where possible).  The Executive Committee will Support the bill if it is so amended.


The Corporations Committee of the Business Law Section takes no position on AB 1234, but recommends that the bill be amended to _______________ in order to ____________.�


� Except in cases of straight "Support," every report should identify the amendments it believes should be made to a bill to correct its technical deficiencies, to earn the section/committee's support or neutrality, or to remove the section/committee's opposition. Specific amendments, indicating page(s), line(s), and specific words to be changed, should be provided wherever possible. If a bill's deficiencies are such that the section/committee believes they cannot be cured by amendment, an explanation of why this is the case must be included.





�  All positions taken by an executive committee or standing committee of the State Bar must be germane to the purposes of that section/committee pursuant to the standard established pursuant to the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Keller v. State Bar of California.  The complete standard is:


For Sections): 


1). The subject matter of the bill is necessarily or reasonably related to the regulation of the legal profession or improvement of the quality of legal services; or 


2). The matter requires the special knowledge, training, experience or technical expertise of the section; or 


3). The position advocated will promote clarity, consistency or comprehensiveness in the law. 





For Standing Committees of the State Bar: 


1). The subject matter of the bill is necessarily or reasonably related to the regulation of the legal profession or improvement of the quality of legal services; or 


2). The matter is related to the functioning of the courts, judicial efficacy and efficiency.  








