
San Francisco Office Los Angeles Office 
180 Howard Street 845 S. Figueroa Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 www.calbar.ca.gov  Los Angeles, CA 90017 

 
 

              OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS 

 
                   

                                          
 
   

 

 
 
 

GUIDELINES FOR FOREIGN-EDUCATED GENERAL APPLICANTS  
WITH A FIRST DEGREE IN LAW 

 
INTRODUCTION 

Rule 4.30(A) of the Rules of the State Bar (Admissions Rules) states that persons who have studied law 
in a law school in a foreign state or country may qualify as general applicants provided that they: 
 

have a first degree in law, acceptable to the Committee, from a law school in the foreign 
state or country and have completed a year of legal education at an American Bar 
Association Approved Law School or a California accredited law school in areas of law 
prescribed by the Committee . . .  
 

These guidelines1 delineate the requirements for the additional year of legal education, pursuant to 
rule 4.30(A) of the Admissions Rules, in a US Master of Laws (LLM) program. 

 
GUIDELINES 

1. A general applicant who has a first degree in law from a law school located in a foreign state 
or country must: 
 
A. Obtain from a credential evaluation service approved by the State Bar, a certificate that 

the applicant’s first degree in law is substantially equivalent to a Juris Doctor degree (JD) 
awarded by a law school approved by the American Bar Association (ABA) or accredited 
by the Committee of Bar Examiners (CBE); or 

  
B. Obtain from a credential evaluation service approved by the State Bar, a certificate that 

the applicant’s first degree in law meets the educational requirements for admission to 
practice law in the foreign state or country in which it was obtained; or 

 
C. Obtain from the Law School Admission Council’s Credential Assembly Service 

International Credential Evaluation for LLM applicants, affirmation that the applicant’s 
first degree in law is substantially equivalent to a JD awarded by a law school approved 
by the ABA or accredited by the CBE or that the applicant’s first degree in law meets the 
educational requirements for admission to practice law in the foreign state or country in 
which it was obtained. 

 
The applicant must submit the above certificate to the Office of Admissions.  

 
1 Formerly known as the Guidelines for Implementation of Chapter 2, Rule 4.30; initially approved by the CBE in 2013.  
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2. The applicant must complete the required additional year of legal education at a law school 

approved by the ABA or accredited by the CBE in accordance with the requirements below. 
The applicant’s law school must submit the applicant’s transcript(s) to the Office of 
Admissions and certify that the applicant has met the requirements below: 
 
A. Been awarded a US Master of Law degree (LLM) based on a minimum of 20 semester or 

equivalent units of legal education. One course must be on professional responsibility 
that covers the ABA Model Rules of Professional Conduct, and leading federal and state 
case law on professional responsibility. It is suggested, but not required, that the legal 
education in the LLM program include at least 12 semester or equivalent units comprised 
of three separate courses on subject matters tested on the California Bar Examination; or 

  
B. Successfully completed a minimum of 20 semester or equivalent units of legal education 

in an LLM degree-granting or non-degree granting program, or a non-degree granting JD 
program from a law school approved by the ABA or accredited by the CBE. The 20 
semester units must include at least 12 semester or equivalent units comprised of three 
separate courses on subject matters tested on the California Bar Examination and one 
course on professional responsibility that covers the ABA Model Rules of Professional 
Conduct, and leading federal and state case law on professional responsibility. 

 
C. The degree or the course work must be awarded or completed, as applicable, within 36 

consecutive months of the date the applicant began qualifying study at a law school, 
whether or not the LLM degree is awarded, or the course work is completed at that law 
school. For purposes of these guidelines, an applicant begins study on the first day of 
their first semester or term of qualifying study. 

  
D. Prior to June 18, 2021, the guidelines required that foreign-educated applicants 

complete a Professional Responsibility course that included California-specific 
Professional Conduct Rules in addition to the ABA Model Rules. That requirement was 
removed in June 2021. Professional Responsibility courses taken prior to June 18, 2021, 
which did not meet the prior standard but do meet the above standards, may be used to 
satisfy the above requirements. 

 
E. All course work for the degree and for the legal education required by the guidelines 

must be graded using the standards the law school uses in grading course work of 
students in its JD program. An applicant must receive a passing grade in all courses. 

  
F. The degree or the course work required by the guidelines must be awarded or 

completed, as applicable, within three calendar years of the date the applicant began 
qualifying study at a law school, whether or not the LLM degree is awarded by, or the 
course work is completed at that law school. An applicant begins study on the first day of 
their first semester or term of qualifying study. 


